
 

 

 

 

Mass Times 
SATURDAY VIGIL: 6.00 pm 
SUNDAY: 9.30 am 
Live-streaming on Sunday 9.30am Mass by     
accessing our website.                    
WEEKDAY MASSES: This Week: 
Tuesday—Christmas mass of anointing—Mercy 
Place Chapel—2.00pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9.30am 

RECONCILIATION:  SATURDAY: 5.15 PM-5.45 PM 

BAPTISMS—By appointment. 

Parish Clergy:  
Fr Martin Cruickshank—Parish Priest 
Parish Office  9am-2pm 
Gemma Whitehead Monday & Wednesday 
Frances Kernaghan Friday  
Phone:  02 6025 1516  
Email: sacredheartna@gmail.com                                                                                                                    
Web: http://sacredheartnorthalbury.com 
Bank A/c Details for Parishioners wishing to Direct 
Deposit into our Church A/c (2nd Collect)              
BSB: 066 789;   A/c No: 10000 5574;    
Ref No:  Name # Please contact Office for a number                                        
Presbytery A/c  BSB: 066 789;  A/c No: 10000 5575                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable People: 
https://wagga.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-
children-vulnerable-people/ 

 

Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

Lighting of the Fourth 

Advent Candle 

Priest: As we gather this day we 

feel love in the explicable and the extraordinary. We 

celebrate the wonder of what could be just as Mary sang: 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Saviour for he has looked with favour on the lowliness 

of his servant.’  It is with this love that our souls unite to 

magnify the good news so full of blessing in the lighting of 

this fourth candle of Advent, the candle of love. 

Fourth Candle is lit 

All listen or sing:                                                      
Twilight then darkness, night falls and candles glow.  

Gently surrounding us, a new birth of hope.                  

Watch - ing, wait - ing, awak - ening a new birth of hope. 

 

ALL: We light this candle to celebrate our love, joy and 

peace for the world. Like Mary, we might hesitate and be 

cautious with our praise but when we remember  what 

God has done we can only sing with joy and love.  

Eternal God, who magnifies each of us, surprise us with 

your love, joy and peace in these last days before 

Christmas. Warm our hearts to feel the joy and peace of 

your presence in our lives and in our world. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.    Amen 

Sacred Heart Parish, North Albury, pays respect to the Wiradjuri people, the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith and worship God.  We 

acknowledge with respect elders past, present and emerging. 

CHILDRENS LITURGY: 
Children’s liturgy is offered in Sacred Heart parish 
community each second and fourth Sunday at 
9.30am mass during school terms. 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: 

Our parish bible study group will commence again 
in February 2026 every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in 
the parish hall at 7.00pm. 



                                                                                          

 

                                      Sat / Sun: 20th / 21st  December 

Ministry               Vigil               9.30am 

Commentator 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Jan Skinner 

Adrian Mitchelhill 

Kaye Deanshaw 

Roy Thompson 

Liz Phegan 

Cathy Nyhan 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Pauline Mulquiney 

Anna Farrell 

Sr Patricia Weekes 

Fran Kernaghan 

Sue McLaurin 

Cantor 

Musicians 

Brian Waters/John van Lint 

Judy Foley 

Bob Mathews 

Val Hayes 

Counters:   Richard & Trish Parkinson 

                                             Sat /Sun: 27th / 28th  December 

Ministry              Vigil              9.30am 

Commentator 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Colleen Day 

Catherine Cutler 

Xavier Clancy 

Sr Carina Morton 

Brigita Serbinek 

John Dowling 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Jan Skinner 

Patricia Hopkins 

Sue Betts 

Marisa Hart 

Sandra Temple 

Cantor 

Musicians 

Judy Lindsay 

Judy Foley 

Ed, Margie and Heath 

Counters:   Margaret Brown & Moira Porta                                               

                  We pray for those who have gone before  us   

                  marked with the sign of faith  especially:    

                       RECENTLY DECEASED:  Gabrielle Ceberano, Frances 

Walsh (Peter Whitehead’s sister), Caine Nichols, Mons. Frank 

Marriott, Sr Aileen Wailes, Clare Packer, Matthew Borg, Carolyn 

Wenke, Maureen Rourke. 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Fr Kevin Flanagan, Greg Scott, Peter Gibbs, John 

Gawen, Joan Krautz, Oswald Stenson, Annette Power, Linus Drew, 

George Pugh, Norm Robinson, Stan Deveney, Frederick Mackay, 

Michael Dunn, Gavin Surridge, Griff Rosser, Tom O’Rourke, Lyn 

Maloney, Frederick Lindsay, John Nenzl, Jack Galvin, Benjamin Orman, 

Kevin Krautz, Fr Michael Buckdale, Kathleen Frauenfelder, Jill Fox. 

Gather our loved ones into your arms. Quiet our doubt and anger 

and send us your healing grace. Through Christ our Lord. 

Rosters 

Thought for the week Pope Leo XIV  
"Let us take the time to make our hearts attentive and vigilant 
as we await Jesus, so that His loving presence may become the 
treasure of our lives and hearts forever".  

Advent Prayer 
We cry out to you, O God,  

in shock and grief in the wake of the 
violence at Bondi Beach. 

Hold in your eternal love the people 
who were killed. 

Surround their families and friends 
with compassion in the depths of their 

sorrow. 
Hold in your care the survivors, the   
injured, and all who witnessed the 

attacks. 
Guide the authorities responsible for 

investigating what happened, and 
how to prevent such devastation from 

ever happening again. 
Have mercy on all who are afraid. 

Give courage. 
Have mercy on all who are in grief. 

Give comfort. 
Have mercy on all who are in pain. 

Give healing. 
Stir up Australians of all faiths and 
none to stand in solidarity with our 

Jewish neighbours. 
Make us builders of a community 
where everyone has safety, and        

dignity, and peace.    Amen 

 

 

 

This weekend we   welcome  into the        

community of the Christian church 

through the sacrament of Baptism:  

 

Noah George McMillan                             

son of Brandon and Rhianna 

Thea May Oeser                                    

daughter of James and Samantha 



  

Sacred Heart Parish Christmas Mass Times 

2025 

Christmas Eve (Wednesday 24 December) 

6.00pm  Xavier Catholic College Hall  

Entry via Currawong Street or Curlew Cres-

cent (bus bay area) or Fallon Street.   

9.00pm  Sacred Heart Church 

Christmas Day (Thursday 25 December) 

9.30am  Sacred Heart Church 

 

Roster for Christmas Eve (9pm) & Christmas 

Day (9.30am) is available for you to put 

your name down on the table at Swan 

Street entrance. 

Prayers for Those Affected by the Shooting 
at Bondi Beach 

 
For the Bereaved and Injured 

Heavenly Father, God of all comfort, deal graciously 

with those who grieve in this time of deep sadness. 

We pray especially for family and friends of those 

who have been shot. Grant them strength and 

peace in the days ahead. We pray with a spirit of 

compassion and grace for the Jewish and broader 

Bondi community, as they come to terms with their 

grief and shock. We ask you, Gracious Lord, to heal 

and restore all those who are still recovering in   

hospital. Be with them and their families as they 

travel the road to recovery. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

For the Wider Community  

God most high, we ask you to strengthen the efforts of 

leaders of different religions in our country as they  

reject violence and hatred and seek to encourage    

respect and tolerance for others. We ask your mercy 

on the Jewish community in this dark time. As sadness 

shrouds their celebration of Hanukkah, we ask that 

they will find light in the promises of their prophets—

and ours. And at this time, grant the Spirit’s help for all 

who claim the name of Christ, who prayed for those 

who persecuted him and taught us to do the same. 

Help us work for peace, love our enemies, do good to 

any who hate us, bless those who curse us, and pray 

for those who ill-treat us; for the love of your Son,   

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

For Our National Leaders 

Almighty God, we humbly rely on you for blessing. 

Give wisdom to our Prime Minister and state Prem-

ier, to the members of Parliament, and to all who hold 

office in this land. Help them enact laws and public 

policy that discourage antisemitism and all racism, and 

effectively police speech that incites violence. Grant 

that their decisions may be based on wise counsel, so 

that peace and welfare, truth and justice may prevail 

among us. Take away the mistrust and lack of under-

standing that so easily divide us. Help us all to commit 

ourselves to the common good, that our land may be a 

secure home for all its peoples, through Jesus Christ, 

the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

For the Coming of God’s Kingdom 

Sovereign God, who will one day wipe every tear from 

our eyes, we pray for your kingdom to come, bringing 

the full and final defeat of all evil, and the reign of   

everlasting peace. Until that day, restrain all who     

inflict violence; who threaten the unsuspecting, 

trusting and vulnerable; whose hatred, fear, delusion, 

or quest for power inspire all manner of horrific acts. 

Shield, deliver and provide for all victims and survivors 

in their need. And bless those who work for justice, 

help and healing. Great Shepherd, many of us are   

anxious; lovingly shoulder our burdens and cares. 

Please turn our hearts to your Son that we may rest in 

him. And speed the day when good and justice reign, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the First Responders 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was acquaint-

ed with grief and carried our sorrows: thank you for 

those who, courageously following in his steps,   

willingly entered into the trauma of recent events 

on our behalf—civilian responders, the police,     

ambulance officers and other emergency medical 

personnel. We pray also for the police responsible 

for investigating the circumstances around these 

crimes. In your tender mercy, grant diligence and 

protection in their tasks, and rest to their bodies, 

healing to their minds, and peace to their hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 

Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A virgin will give birth to a son; 

His name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 

Alleluia! 

A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans 

1:1-7 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been 

called to be an apostle and specially chosen to preach 

the Good News that God promised long ago through 

his prophets in the scriptures. This news is about the 

Son of God who, according to the human nature he 

took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus 

Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the 

spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 

of God in all his power through his resurrection from 

the dead. Through him we received grace and our 

apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith to 

all pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one 

of these nations and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. 

To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, 

called to be saints, may god our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ send grace and peace. 

The word of the Lord. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to  Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they 

came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 

man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his 

mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. 

She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people 

from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 

When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm 24:1-6 
( When the Psalm is sung, the words will vary 

slightly but the meaning remains the same.) 
Response:    Let the Lord enter;                    
he is king of glory. 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. R 

  

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things. R 

  

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. R 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 7:10-14 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming either from the 

depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No,’ Ahaz answered, ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with trying the patience of humankind 

without trying the patience of my God, too? The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign. 

It is this: the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Emmanuel, a name 

which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ The word of the Lord 


