
 

 

 

 

          

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                          

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Times 

SATURDAY VIGIL: 6.00 pm 

SUNDAY: 9.30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:  This Week: 

Wednesday & Friday only  9.30am  

First Tuesday of the month: 11.00 am Mass 

at Mercy Place. 

RECONCILIATION 

SATURDAY: 5.15 PM-5.45 PM 

BAPTISMS—By appointment. 

Preparation Course: 0411 883 661 

Parish Clergy 

Fr Martin Cruickshank 

Parish Office 

Gemma Whitehead—Monday 

Fran Kernaghan—Wednesday, Friday 

9.00 am – 2.00 pm 

Phone: 6025 1516  

Email: sacredheartna@gmail.com                                                                                                                    

Web: http://sacredheartnorthalbury.com/ 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

20th / 21st  July 2019 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we see the people of God offering the hospitality 
rather than receiving it, first Abraham and then Martha. What 
lessons of discipleship can be learned from these readings? 

First and foremost we see how important openness is, for in 
each case those to whom the hospitality was offered were divine 
visitors in human form. We can never be sure under what guise God 
will come to us. It could be the person on the street who asks for 
directions, or the one who comes to our place of work to engage the 
service that we provide. It may be the friend who comes to dinner or 
the co-worker who acts in a way we did not expect. God comes into 
our lives in unexpected ways and we must have an open attitude of 
hospitality if we are to receive the blessings that might come with 
such visits. 

We know that we cannot lay aside the responsibilities of our 
lives in order to sit with Mary at the feet of Jesus. However, we 
cannot allow ourselves to be held captive by these responsibilities, 
regardless of how legitimate they may be. And so we continue to 
struggle; to carry the burdens that are ours for the sake of the 
people that we serve; to serve the people in our care realising that 
we will probably not be able to accomplish all of our tasks or at least 
as well as we would like. It is in this way that the reign of God 
struggles to be born. (Dianne Bergant CSA) 

 



                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Thought for the Week ( Pope Francis): 
“ From contemplative prayer, from a strong friendship with the Lord, is born in us the capacity to live and 
carry forth the love of God, His mercy, and His tenderness toward others.”   

                                      Sat / Sun: 20th /21st July 

Ministry               Vigil               9.30am 

Commentator 
Lector 1 
Lector 2 

Nano Clancy 
Justin Clancy 
1 volunteer 

Rosalie Martin 
Lachlan McIntyre 
Terry Hillman 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Jeneice Harding 
2 volunteers 

Fran Kernaghan 
Ann Marie Whiting 
MACE Sisters 
Cathy Nyhan 
Moira Porta 
1 volunteer 

Cantor 
Musicians 

Catherine & Judy 
Judy Foley 

Bernadette & Wendy 

Counters:  Desmond Lum & Jane Togher 

                                             Sat /Sun: 27th /28th July 

Ministry              Vigil              9.30am 

Commentator 
Lector 1 
Lector 2 

Colleen Day 
Paula Waters 
1 volunteer 

Sr Carina Morton 
Cathy Nyhan 
Michael Stephenson 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Pauline Mulquiney 
Lyn Hamilton 
Judy Lindsay 

Frank Glennon 
Marjorie Serbinek 
Sue Hayhoe 
Sue McLaurin 
Peter & Dianne Treacy 

Cantor 
Musicians 

Brian Waters 
Judy Foley 

Anne McIntyre 
Val Hayes 

Counters:   Gordon Bryant                                                             

                  We pray for those who have gone before  us   

                  marked with the sign of faith  especially:    

                       RECENTLY DECEASED: Gavin Livermore, George 

Bradford, Kristen Devine, Matt McIntosh Daryl Rickard, Alison 

Burke, Roger McLean, Ray Weaven, Graeme Collins, Maree 

Chandler, Helen Power, Billie Jo Delphin, Stan Gard. 

 ANNIVERSARIES:  Jamern Emmett, Sr Elizabeth Mitchell, Noel Murphy 

Clifford Charter, Trent Jones, Alf Croft, Jean Murphy, Ellen Clark, Br 

Michael Foran, Sarah Walshe, Michael Merceica, Tim Lindner, Dorothy 

Gateley, Greta Zauner, Michelle Baillie, Sr Maureen O’Donovan,  Peter 

Yensch. 

Gather our loved ones into your arms. Quiet our doubt and anger 

and send us your healing grace. Through Christ our Lord. 

Rosters 

Prayer for the Sick  

We pray for all those who are 

sick. May they draw strength 

and healing from God’s presence 

with them and from our 

prayers and thoughts for them. 

May they have peace in their 

hearts and know they are 

greatly loved by all. 

We offer our prayers believing 

that God’s presence and power 

can do more than we can ever 
know. Amen 

Prayer in the Spirit of Martha 
and Mary 

 

Let us wrap up our work in a time 
of prayer, and our prayer in the 

work of each day; 
 

and each day in the words of the 
gospel, and the words of the 

gospel in the serving of others; 
 

 and the serving of others in 
listening to their needs,  

and listening to their needs in 
responding to their cries; 

  
and responding to their cries with 

hearing their story,  
and hearing their story with doing 

something about it; 
  

and doing something about it by 
first praying about it.  

Let us wrap up our work  
in Mary’s listening  

and Martha’s working. 
Amen 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Feast Days 

Monday 22ndJuly—St Mary Magdalene 
Thursday 25th July—St James, Apostle 
Friday 26th July—Sts Joachim and Anne 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
The sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 
6 will be celebrated in our parish community on 
Saturday 17 August at 6pm during our celebration 
of Eucharist.   
Please remember in your prayers the children and 
parents in their commitment to continue to open 
their lives to the inspiration and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit.   
Please be aware that as we have over 40 children 
and their families to be seated on that evening we 
will be pleasingly overcrowded. 
If possible it would be beneficial for regular pa-
rishioners on that evening only to attend our 
9.30am Sunday celebration of the Eucharist or 
attend the Saturday evening mass in one of our 
neighbouring parishes. 

Pastoral Planned Giving 
Thanks for your ongoing support of our parish communi-
ty in this regard.  The parish is reliant on you generous 
monetary contributions to meet its financial commit-
ments and to engage in pastoral activities.  2019/2020 
planned giving envelopes (red) are ready for collection 
at church entrance (Mate Street).  If you are not already 
contributing to our parish community in this way and 
are able to do so please fill in the details on the slip 
where the envelopes are located and place in the con-
tainer provided.  Otherwise contact the parish office by 
email/phone with the relevant details.  Donations can 
also be made on a regular basis by direct debit. 
Due to changes in taxation policy and our financial status 
we have been advised that you will not be able to claim 
your contribution to the planned giving as a tax deduc-
tion.  Statements will still be provided for all contribu-
tors as soon as possible. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Pre school and primary school age children are wel-
come to participate in our children’s liturgy this 
Sunday 21 July.  The children leave the church with 
the adult leaders after our introductory rites and 
return for the offertory procession.  Children’s litur-
gy is held each third Sunday of the month in Sacred 
Heart Parish Hall. 

Plenary Council 2020 
If you wish to apply for places on the national discern-
ment and writing groups please visit the website 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  Applications close 
this Monday 22 July with interviews to be held soon 
after.   
Fr Bernie Thomas our diocesan co-ordinator for the Ple-
nary Council will be holding information evenings to up-
date interested parishioners and all participants on the 
progress of the process on Wednesday 7 August at 2pm 
and 7.30pm in Sacred Heart Hall.  All welcome to attend 
either session. 
Plenary Council 2020 National Theme for Discernment 6 
How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that 
is Open to conversion, Renewal and Reform?  This Na-
tional Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of 
the People of God who expressed a desire to do things 
differently in response to Christ and the experience of 
our people, accepting that faithfulness to tradition re-
quires change that is both personal and communal.  Find 
out more on Plenary website. 

Diocesan Spirituality Day for Women 
The Catholic Diocese of Wagga Wagga is sponsoring 
a Spirituality Day for women.  The reflection day 
will be held at Kildare Catholic College, Coleman St, 
Wagga Wagga on Saturday 31 August from 9am to 
3.30pm.  Morning tea and lunch provided.          
Cost:  donation only. 
Registration:  Eventbrite.com.au/e/60036624159 
Further details:  Anne Brown 0499 425 970  Email: 
cacw.waggawagga@gmail.com 
Presenters:  Sally Neaves:  Eco Education co-
ordinator of Ecology Centre Bathurst.  Her work 
involves designing Earth literacy programs & con-
templative practices for reconnection with Earth & 
imaginative action for our times.  
Margie Abbott:  A member of the congregation of 
the Sisters of Mercy with experiences in education, 
spirituality, theology & counselling.  Through her 
private practice ‘Igniting Sparks’ she works exten-
sively with school systems, leadership teams, re-
treats & eco-spirituality. 
Brochures available around the entrances of church  
If you are interested in car pooling or need 
transport please contact our parish office. 

Roadworks Around Church 
Unexpected council roadworks involving kerb and gutter-
ing in Swan Street and resealing of the road began last 
Tuesday.  This will make parking and movement around 
the church boundary rather challenging.  Please be extra 
careful when parking, reversing and alighting from vehi-
cles either on the street or in our car parking area. 

Football Tipping 
Ladder as it stands at the end of Round 17:  Kip Kipper 97 
Noel Willis, Martin Cruickshank 94; Cathy Nyhan 93; Bri-
an Butts, Don Jones, Paula McEachern 92; Rom Hayes, 
Naughton’s 91; Richard Power 90.  Mercy rule extended 
to religious sisters—too embarrassing to record their cur-
rent score! 



 

         Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year C 

     Readings: Gen 18: 1-10; Col 1: 24-28; Luke 10: 38-42 

        Responsorial   Psalm: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection on the Readings 
          One of the things I find reassuring about today's Gospel is that the Church seems to have been wrestling 

with women's leadership since the very beginning. It's the issue that will not go away. 

When it comes to interpreting scripture, I am always pleased that I'm a Catholic. We're not fundamentalists or 
literalists. We believe that the truth of the scripture lies not just in the words themselves, but also in the careful 
interpretation of the text in history. The story of Martha and Mary is a complex narrative. It can be read on at least 
two levels. 

          The first level is extraordinary enough: it focuses on Mary who assumes the position of the Rabbi's student and is 
defended against any attack on her right to be there. In first century Palestine, Jewish women were ‘not permitted to 
be taught the Torah, but only instructed about how they should live their lives in obedience to its demands. They were 
not permitted to touch the scriptures nor to take part in public debate or official liturgical ritual.’ (Fitzmyer, Luke 
p.892) From this context we can see the sort of freedom Jesus envisaged for women, against the practice of his own 
day. 

On another level, however, this story focuses on Martha. The writer of Luke's Gospel tells us that we are in 
Martha's home and, that with Jesus as special guest at table, she is serving the members of her household with care 
and devotion. Martha comes across as strong and outspoken. Mary, meanwhile, is passive and silent. It is likely this 
story is criticising a call in Luke's community for women to move away from the leadership Jesus gave them and to 
adopt again the traditional roles to which the Jewish/Christians were more familiar. 

At the Vatican on 21 May 2000 the Pope told a group of Bishops from the USA: ‘The genius of women must be 
ever more a vital strength of the Church of the next millennium, just as it was in the first communities of Christ's 
disciples.’ To that end today's story from such a community holds a key to our own dilemma. Just as Jesus broke 
through the gender boundaries of his own day, so too must we. We must renew our commitment to ending anything 
that degrades, exploits or dehumanises women throughout the world. 

         But more, it's time for the Church to take some strong symbolic and practical steps to defend the leadership of 
women within our own Catholic community. For example, Church teaching does not stand in the way of re-admitting 
lay people, and this time lay women, into the College of Cardinals; women could continue to assume high profile 
positions in each Diocese and also leaderships roles within the Roman Curia, starting with those departments that deal 
with instructions and decisions that directly affect them; and the Church could welcome the ordination of women as 
Deacons. These avenues would enable women to have even more options for them to demonstrate and realise the full 
extent of their genius, as the Pope puts it. 

        At this Eucharist, then, let us recommit ourselves to using, in the best possible way for the mission of the Church, 
the gifts, talents and strengths of over half our community. May we learn from the earliest Church, described in 
today's Gospel, ‘that which is the better part’ and never ‘take it away from 
her.’           (Fr Richard Leonard SJ) 

All music used in worship at Sacred Heart, 

North Albury, is used with permission.  

All rights reserved. One License No A640613. 

He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord. (Sung) 
The just will live in the presence of the Lord. (Said) 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy are they who have kept the word with a generous heart 

and yield a harvest through perseverance. 

Alleluia! 


