
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 
Reflection by Sr Anne Hagan 

 

Easter is known as the celebration 
of light. The Easter celebrations 
begin with the service of light, 
which commemorates the 
resurrection of Jesus, the “Light of 
the World”. We gather to celebrate 
that Jesus has risen from the 
darkness of the tomb to new life.  
 

During the Easter Vigil Mass the 
Easter fire, is blessed, and the 
Easter candle is lit from it for the 
first time. Then the light is passed 
from the Easter candle to our 
candles. The passing of candle 

from person to person dispels the 
darkness of the church. It is a symbol of Christ, the 
`Light of the World’. As the fire lights up the darkened 
church, we welcome the risen Jesus, the light of the 
world.  
 

Many of the Easter customs are symbols of new life 
and rebirth. Two very significant symbols are light  
(Paschal Candle) and water (Easter Water). On Holy 
Saturday night the joyous cry of ‘Alleluia’ is heard once 
again. The word ‘Alleluia’ comes from two Hebrew 
words ‘hallel’, an expression of praise and ‘Jahve’, 
God’s name. 
 

The Easter season lasts for fifty days. As we journey 
through these days we encounter the Risen Jesus 
making physical contact with different people.  As we 
do so, let us reflect on the following: 
 
 

 

Easter Celebration President’s Report 
 

Over the past few months the Parish Council 
has been very active in maintaining the grounds 
around the Church and the Presbytery. A 
working bee was held on April 5th to repair the 
fence at the back of Presbytery and to clean up 
around the Church and the Presbytery.  We 
have cleared out the unused Confessional at 
the back of the Church ready to be painted and 
a book shelf is to be built. This room will be 
opened up so we can use it as a Library. 
 

We also organised morning tea and a BBQ after 
10.30am Mass on 9th March. This was very well 
attended. Thank you to all who helped. 
 

We revisit the 2013 Parish Consultation 
planning document at each meeting, and a 
Parish Council member is organising a 
Welcome pack to be distributed to new 
Parishioners. This should be completed in the 
near future. 
 

Photos of all members of the Parish Council are 
in the main entry to the Church. You may also 
view our Parish Plan on our website, which was 
last updated in December 2013: 
http://sacredheartnorthalbury.com/parish-
plan-december-2013/ 
 

Our Lenten program in preparation for Easter 
was held on Tuesday nights and was well 
attended with special guest speakers each 
week. We celebrated Shrove Tuesday with 
pancakes and had a supper after Archbishop 
Frank Carroll’s talk. 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council I wish everyone 
a happy and holy Easter and thank you for your 
continued support.  
 

Gemma Whitehead 
President, Sacred Heart Parish Council 

What difference does Jesus’ 
Resurrection make to us and our 
life?  
Where are the signs of the life and 
hope of the Risen Christ in our 
parish community? 
Do we live as Mary of Magdala 
lived, as bearers and proclaimers of 
the good news that Jesus lives?  
How do we lead others to discover 
and believe that Jesus is truly with 
them?  

http://sacredheartnorthalbury.com/parish-plan-december-2013/
http://sacredheartnorthalbury.com/parish-plan-december-2013/
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Our Parish Community 
Rosalie Martin 
An interview with Nicola Hanzic 
 

To those of you who have lived in the area for a 
long time, Rosalie Martin is a well-known identity, 
but for relative newcomers such as myself, Rosalie 
is a person whom I meet in Mass.  I look at her and 
see a gentle, elegant lady who takes a great 
delight in her family and I have often wondered 
about her life.  It was a thrill for me when she 
agreed to the following interview, especially, as I 
have since found out, she is an intensely private 
person. 

“To begin I would like to say that I am strongly 
convinced that the pattern of an adult’s life is, to a 
large extent, formed in our childhood. 

I was born in the Mitta Valley to two wonderful parents 
with high Christian values. I also had around me two 
grandmothers whom I would call saints. My younger 
brother and I had a very happy home life when we were 
growing up.  I truly feel that the example parents give 
their children is the one that tells in the long run.  This is 
in contrast to family life today which is different in so 
many ways.  We didn’t have computers or televisions to 
amuse us, instead we made our own fun; nor did we 
have fast cars that so many enjoy today. 

Growing up I attended Mitta North Primary School and 
at the age of ten I was sent to boarding school at St 
Augustine’s Catholic School in Wodonga.  I boarded with 
the nuns. During the time that I was studying for my 
Intermediate Certificate, my father was tragically killed 
in a tractor accident.  I remember feeling so sorry for the 
nuns who had to give me this sad news. After this, my 
mother and brother moved in to Wodonga to live 
opposite St Augustine Church so that we could continue 
to obtain an education there.  At the end of my mother’s 
life I looked after her during her long illness.  This was a 
special time for us. 

When I left school, I worked as a book keeper in a 
solicitor’s office in Albury. I had a busy life and became a 
member of the YCW (Young Christian Workers’) Club.  
Meetings were held every Monday night and I 
remember that Father Dullard was our mentor.  
However, it was at St Pat’s Tennis Club that I was to 
meet my husband Frank. 

Frank and I were married in St Augustine Church by 
Monsignor Bowman. This was also a special day for me 
because I received an Apostolic Blessing from Pope John 
Paul 1.  Frank and I were blessed with 3 children, 
Narelle, Richard and David.  They were baptised and 
confirmed in Sacred Heart Church and all went to St 
Anne’s School.  I enjoyed being involved in their school  

 

 

life and I helped out with the tuckshop and with 
fundraising.  I remember that we used to have bottle 
drives and sell manure which had been collected from 
surrounding farms and bagged by the men. We also used 
to hold fashion parades in the Parish Hall which Father 
Bongiorno used to attend.  One year I was elected 
President of St Anne’s Mothers Club. 

Going back in time to 1984, I remember, as though it 
was yesterday, the day when my husband Frank died. 
This was a devastating period in my life. However, it was 
when I went to attend a Cursillo gathering in the June of 
1987 at Overdale which is just outside Wagga Wagga, 
that I started to heal because I was of course still 
grieving. 

After Frank’s death, the great question was what was I 
to do with the company? It was with a great deal of 
determination and resilience that I acquired the 
necessary skills to run the family business.  I knew that I 
needed to keep going rather than sell it, not only for the 
future of my family, but also because so many were 
dependent upon me for their livelihood.  I was very 
fortunate that Lionel Gillman came to assist me during 
this time.  He became the General Manager and 
remained in this job for a number of years, supporting 
me as Director of Martins and eventually mentoring my 
son David who elected to come into the family business. 

Today, David attends to route services and school runs 
whereas I deal with tours and events.   As to my other 
children, well, Narelle is a nurse and Richard is a 
geologist who has an administrative role in the mining 
industry. 

I guess that my love of the beauties of nature had its 
beginnings in my life on the farm in the countryside. This 
love has followed me into my work today and I really 
enjoy planning and going on tours around Australia. 

 

Rosalie with her children, Richard, Narelle  and David 
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Sr Patricia Osborne 

  

Rosalie’s story  continued…. 
 

There is really no one place that I prefer over another; 
each has its own appeal.  This year I have decided to go on 
several of the tours planned.  I wanted to do this whilst I 
could especially after having spent a lifetime planning 
itineraries.  I do so enjoy meeting people and experiencing 
their enjoyment. 

I like attending shows too.  I select which ones to 
promote after attending a launch of forthcoming shows 
and events.  I then have to gauge which ones I feel will 
sell.  Maybe my favourite ones over the years have been 
The Phantom of the Opera, as this introduced 
computerisation on to the stage, The Lion King, because 
of its mix of performance mediums and the well-known 
tale in Les Misérables. 

My life today is as full as ever and I am not ready to 
retire yet, not because of the money involved, but 
because I am still able to do something that I am 
passionate about.   

I take great delight in my family and enjoy attending the 
assemblies and carnivals of my six grandchildren.  Of 
course I am overjoyed to see them as altar servers too. 
 

Over the years I have been involved with many areas 
such as hospital visitations, St Pat’s Tennis Club, raising 
money for the Mercy Hospital and being a member of 
our Family Group.  Today I am still heavily involved in the 
many sides of Rotary as well as being a Director of our 
Company. 

In all that I do, I always start the day with the Morning 
Offering and ask the Lord to help me remember that 
with Him nothing is impossible.  This centres me.  I also 
always make a point of saying thank you to everyone I 
meet, be it on a personal or business level.  I feel that 
this should include saying thank you to our parish 
priest as well as to God for our many blessings.  This is so 
important if we are to make a mark on life and make the 
world a better place.” 

~~~~~~~~ 
It was a delight being able to spend a short period of 
time with Rosalie and entering into her world. I 
appreciated the fact that she agreed to have this chat 
with me as I know that she is extremely busy.  I left this 
very humble and spiritual lady feeling uplifted and deeply 
moved by her homespun philosophy and telling words of 
wisdom.  Nicola 
 

 
 

Congratulations Sister Patricia! 
Sister Patricia recently celebrated her 70th Anniversary of Religious Profession as a Sister of Mercy 
 

Sr Patricia’s first association with 
Religious was at Narrandera where 
she encountered the Josephites, 
but thankfully she, with her sister, 
Audrey, became boarders at Albury 
and so began a long-standing 
association  with the Sisters of 
Mercy, Albury itself and the people 
.After completing her education in 
Albury, Sr Patricia entered St 
Michael’s Novitiate in Goulburn in 
1941. On 18th January 1944, Sr 
Patricia was professed as a Sister of 
Mercy. 

As Sister Jerome, Sr Patricia began 
her apostolic ministry in Albury 
teaching music for a short time and 
then teaching in the Infants classes at St Brigid’s, as well 
as caring for the junior boarders. Also during these early 
years of Religious life, Sr Patricia taught for a short time 
at Howlong. During the 60’s, at the request of Fr 
McEwan, the Inspector of Schools, Sr Patricia was 
trained in Words in Colour in Melbourne and on her 
return in-serviced all the schools in the Wagga Diocese.  

Sr Patricia was also appointed to Cootamundra, 
experienced time on the Motor Mission, was Principal at  

Our Lady of Mercy Primary School 
Goulburn, taught at Warramanga and 
West Wyalong before returning to Albury 
teaching both at St Anne’s and St 
Patrick’s, where she also spent many 
years teaching alongside her sister, 
Audrey. 

To this present day, Sr Patricia still 
frequents St Patrick’s School, Albury, 
where she assists students with reading 
and spelling for a time, three days  a 
week, and one day given to pastoral care 
where she is responsible for 
communicating with families during 
times of births, sickness and 
bereavements.   

At the beginning of each year Sr Patricia is 
also responsible for sending welcome cards to new 
families in the school. 

Over the years, Sr Patricia has reached out to those in 
need whether it be in community, neighbours, parents 
needing help, friends or people she meets in the street.  Sr 
Patricia has lived out her life of Mercy and continues to do 
so, and for this we thank her and congratulate her on this 
wonderful occasion and wish her God’s blessing on the 
years ahead.     …. from Sr Anne

Our Parish Community 
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We welcome the following children to the parish community through Baptism this year: 
 

Jaxton Gosney 
Isabella Smith 
Flynn Mardling 
Henry Green 
Nathan Minogue 
Elijah Billing 
Oliver Star 

Harry Parascos 
Cooper Lieschke 
Jack Hutchins 
Ava Garland 
Isabel Schwartz  
Cody Taylor 
Bennett Coyle 

Alyssa Dunkerley 
Hunter Haynes-Zegiel 
Mia Nelson 
Lennon O’Neill 
Connor McCallum 
Indie and Maisy Taylor 
Oliver Clarke

 

Bennett’s Baptism (by proud dad, Gerard) 

Bennett Ellis Coyle was born Tuesday, 28th January, and to 
make sure he was booked in promptly for Baptism, I rang 
Kevin on the day from the hospital. This was with intent to 
have his baptism coincide with 15/16th March, the date 
for the annual 'Chryslers on the Murray' car show, a very 
special event for his grandfather. 
Well before his birth, Kirsty's father, Ron Dart, requested 
this date as he is a keen car restoration enthusiast. So with 
grandson number four’s arrival and a car show to come to 
as well, there was no chance Ron would pass up on the 
trip from West Australia to attend both events!  
Kirsty and I have always felt so welcome by the Parish at 
Sacred Heart.  We were very pleased that Fr Kevin accepted having the Baptism during Mass.  The large attendance 
made us feel we are surrounded by a strong church community.    Thanks to all who offered their well wishes, cards 
and gifts.  We look forward to showing Bennett off at Mass in the future, so all can see this new member of the 
Parish grow up. Warmest regards, Gerard & Kirsty Coyle 

 

Fr Kevin’s Easter Reflection 
 

The events of Holy Week are the gospel story at its climax.  No 
other season of the Christian year is so charged with tension, so 
filled with meaning, so fundamental to faith. 
What a wonderful opportunity! For, nowhere 
else are we exposed to the Gospel in such raw 
and rich intensity. 
 

In these eight days we see the drama of Jesus’s 
last days, his entry into Jerusalem, his last 
meal, his arrest, passion and crucifixion. 
For us today, these powerful events raise 
questions with even greater urgency.  Why 
was Jesus crucified? What difference did it 
make? Can this story still be meaningful for us? 
With these questions in mind, may I take you 
on a personal experience of faith and cultural 
growth. 
 

The setting is Holy Week in the Southern Highlands of Papua 
New Guinea.  The Huli people, though not long exposed to 
Christianity, brought to their church ceremonies an originality 
and relevance, that helped me position the powerful events of 
Holy Week firmly in my western 21st century mind-set. 
Holy Thursday morning dawned to the smell of MuMu pork, fish 
and vegetables, simmering over hot stones bedded into the 
ground.  For the elders had decided that as Jesus had called for 
peace and goodwill as he shared his Last Supper with them, so 
within our Holy Thursday meal, the rival Irrawe clan (who had 
been fiercely fighting a recent land dispute) would be invited to 
our celebration and given food to share.  What a sign of 

reconciliation, to see both clans around the table of the Lord, 
settling their differences over food given in his name. 
John’s text, echoing Jesus’s request for peace and harmony 

among his followers, was never so real for me.  
Following our Last Supper meal and the historic 
betrayal of Jesus, we shared his scourging and 
humiliation.  Then movingly his representation 
(Eucharist) was placed behind a stockade of fierce 
thorns and sharp stones driven into the church 
floor.  Jesus indeed was imprisoned!  A long 
night’s vigil led into Good Friday where a large 
outside cross was the scene of death.  

 
 

The emphasis on the reality of scourging, imprisonment and 
painful death helped me understand better that there in the 
midst of our own abandonment and suffering, is the 
companionship of Jesus. 
 

Easter Sunday morning dawned out of light mountain mist, but 
there to give light and warmth was a huge bonfire.  Symbolically 
from the darkness of sin and death, Jesus had risen!  The fire 
blazed with warmth and greeted the rising sun with the 
assurance that as Jesus had promised, we too would rise out of 
the darkness of sin and death in glory with him. 
 

May your Easter be one filled with hope and a personal 
experience of the risen Jesus. 

Our Parish Community: Baptisms 

“… there in the midst of our own 
abandonment and suffering, is the 

companionship of Jesus”  
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Our Lenten Journey 

Tuesday Parish Gatherings during Lent 
 

Each year, on the Tuesday eve before Ash Wednesday, 
Christians around the world gather to celebrate ‘Shrove 
Tuesday’. The word ‘Shrove’ means to obtain absolution and 
this happens in preparation for the penitential period of Lent.  
The association between Shrove Tuesday and Pancakes came 
about because pancakes are made of rich foods like eggs, milk, 
butter and sugar. Shrove Tuesday would be the last day when 
rich food would be eaten before the period of Lent when    
food would be plain or fasting observed. 
 

In our parish throughout Lent, we gathered in the Church to reflect and prepare for the coming Sunday’s Gospel. This 
took the form of para-liturgy and often a guest speakeroffered their own reflection on the Gospel.  On Shrove 
Tuesdaya supper of pancakes was served. 
 

Archbishop Carroll’s visit: 
 

 

Left: at supper following Archbishop Carroll’s 
reflection on ‘The healing of the man born blind’ 
John’s Gospel (9:1-41). 
 

Back:  Joan and Nano.  Front: Pat & Reg, and Jane 
See page 7 for Bishop Carroll’s reflection on retirement, and 
more photos from the evening. 
 

The previous Tuesday, Pastor Kerry Schubert, of the 
Albury Baptist Church, shared with us her thoughts on 
John (4:5-2) ‘The woman at the well’. Both reflections 
were inspirational and offered new insights. 
 
 

Special thanks to all who organised, arranged, 
presented and catered for the Tuesday evening 
Lenten gatherings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Small Groups enrich Lenten experience 
 

This year, three small groups are meeting in the homes of parishioners and being 
guided through a series of activities that have been developed by the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane. The program is called “You have set us free”. The routine each week is the 
same, although groups are encouraged to share facilitation. The meeting starts with a 
brief sharing activity based on quotes from Pope Francis; a hymn; Gospel reading; 
contemplation followed by a reflection and discussion and sharing. Participants then 
listen to a testimony of Christian mission in daily life and conclude with another 
hymn.  

“It has been wonderful to see how much people have grown through sharing 
their faith at this deeper level .. and to see how much effort people who are time 
poor are putting in to get to the meetings.” Margaret said. 
“It has made me wonder why I don’t do this every week of the year”, said Karen. 
 “I am so much better prepared for the Sunday gospel”. 
“It makes you focus more on the gospel, and even though I don’t feel capable,  
it makes me try to have input”, said Cassie. 

Being in a small group means that it is easier to be much closer personally and to pray more deeply. After reading the 
Gospel texts, there is time for contemplation. The style of contemplative prayer presented is “Praying with Your 
Imagination” which played a central role in the conversion of St Ignatius Loyola. For him, it fostered a deeper 
relationship with God. It is wonderful to have the opportunity this Lent to experience this form of prayer. Karen 
 
 

Judy, Yvonne, Barb, Dianne & Jeneice enjoyed 
the Shrove Tuesday gathering 

Do you have a story you would like to share in our next Heartbeat?   Or, would you like to be part of the Heartbeat team 
and take photos at our Parish gatherings? ..  then please leave your contact details at the Parish office. Thank you. 
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dd Our School Communities: St Anne’s 
 

How quickly the term has passed us by. On Friday 21st February 
we celebrated our opening school Mass. 
It was a lovely celebration and it was wonderful to welcome our 
new families and Kindergarten students. 
Wednesday 5th March saw us celebrating Ash Wednesday, 
another meaningful celebration for our School and Parish 
community. 
During the week of 10th March we celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week. This provided us with a great opportunity to celebrate the 
importance of our school and the education we provide. Special 
activities were conducted during this time, with us finishing the 

week with a whole school liturgy and a tabloid sports 
afternoon. Certainly a fun time, enjoyed by us all. 
 

We are well and truly into teaching our Lenten units, with a 
great focus on Caritas and Project Compassion. We have been 
enjoying the weekly Caritas stories, and these have provided the 
children with a greater understanding of the work of Caritas, 
whilst at the same time, bringing a greater awareness of how 
truly blessed we are, to live in our country, Australia.   
 

On Friday 11th April, the last day of term, we will celebrate an 
Easter liturgy in our Hall at 11.40am, to which we extend an 
invitation to you all.  
 Blessings for a safe and holy Easter.    … from Liz Johnston

 

 
 

 

WE WERE UPLIFTED AND BLESSED   
   contributed by Margaret Gawen 
 

On Friday 7th February, Ray and I turned up to what we thought 
would be a ‘normal’ Friday Mass. What we found was a Church 
three quarters filled with children and their teachers.  This was the 
event to celebrate the start of St Anne’s School Year. The usual 
Friday ‘regulars’ were joined in the remaining back quarter of the 
Church by lots of mums, dads, siblings and grandparents to 
celebrate the special occasion with the school community. As it 
was one of our heat wave days and pews were almost filled, we 
gratefully retired to the back pew under our lovely Sacred Heart 
stained glass window. We had gone to Mass because we felt sad 
and to pray for our friend who had died. We left the Church 
feeling uplifted and blessed. These are the things that made us  
feel uplifted and blessed: 
• The feeling of peace and harmony in the Church. 
• The reverence, respect and self-discipline of the K–6 students.
 They are a credit to themselves, their families and their 
 teachers. 

• The liturgy – was well prepared with students doing an 
 excellent job of readings, offertory procession, prayers of the 
 faithful and altar serving.  At all times the students were gently 
 and unobtrusively supported by staff. 
• Father Kevin’s leadership – his welcoming and inclusive 
 manner embraces all. His special introduction of the 
 Kindergarten class to the gathered community was heart-
 warming. 
• The Year 6 buddies accompanying their brand new kindergarten 
 friends in the entrance procession. 
• The commissioning of the Principal, the staff, the students and 
 the parents of St Anne’s School to honour their roles and 
 responsibilities during the year. 
•  The blessing and presentation of badges to the 2014 student 
 leaders. 
 

We felt privileged for being part of this celebration to mark the 
start of St Anne’s School Year and wish them every blessing as the 
year unfolds, and look forward to reading their news in Heartbeat. 
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Archbishop Carroll at Sacred Heart Church 
with John and Marie  

Xavier High School Students involved in the Ready Arrive Work (RAW) Program 
Our School Communities: Xavier High School 

 
 

On the 3rd March 2014, two 
Xavier students, Gradi and Jo, 
attended the Riverina TAFE for a 
program called Ready Arrive 
Work (RAW). This is an initiative 
of JobQuest in conjunction with 
the Department of Education and 
Communities (DEC) and aims to 
provide appropriate work 
readiness preparation for newly-
arrived migrant students, and 
students from a refugee 

background. The program also provides an 
opportunity for work experience to put into 
practice the skills they have been taught. The 
boys' reflection on this experience included the 
following details. The first day was interesting for 
them as they had no idea what to expect. They 
didn’t know who they were going to see or meet. 
Luckily for them, they knew most of the other students who 
went to the workshop. Their teachers were Heather and 
Ashley from JobQuest in Sydney. They kicked off the day by 
introducing each other and getting to know each other 
better. As the day went on they did activities that brought 
them even closer. On Thursday they had different people 

come and speak to them about their professions. They had a 
police officer, a CSU lecturer and a CSU student. By the end of 
the day they had an idea of 
what to wear when they have 
an interview and a clear idea 
of options they have when 
they leave school. 
On the last day they met at 
the Albury City Council. They 
had to dress for a job 
interview. They started the day by talking to some workers 
and talked about handing in their resumes if they wanted to 

work at the council. 
After the talk the 
students had a look 
around the building and 
were shown the council 
chambers where the 
decisions are made. 

Next they met the manager of the Commercial Club and he 
showed them around the Club. They went to the gym and the 
different function rooms. After that the club offered them a 
free lunch. The boys felt the experience was very valuable, 
and provided many practical ideas which they could use in 
the future.    ….. from Ed Brown 
 

 

Archbishop Carroll reflects on ‘life in retirement’ for Heartbeat 
 

Archbishop Carroll, who prefers to be called simply Father 
Francis, is remembered in our parish with a great deal of 
affection. He was born 9 September 1930 in Ganmain, NSW and 
was ordained in his home town in 1954. He was ordained as 
Coadjutor Bishop in 1967 at the age of 36 and succeeded Bishop 
Henschke as Bishop of Wagga Wagga in 1968. 
Father Francis served our Diocese for 15 years before being 
appointed as Archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn in 1983. At the 
age of 75 in 2005, he offered his resignation to the Pope 
Benedict XVI as he was required to do. It was accepted 12 
months later when Bishop Mark Coleridge was appointed to 
replace him and Father Francis then began what is quite an 
active retirement. 
Father Francis accepted our 
invitation to be part of our 
Tuesday Lenten series with a 
reflection on the Gospel 
reading about the man cured of 
blindness as part of the Lenten 
series.  
In introducing him, Father 
Kevin told us that Bishop 
Carroll’s motto was “Nova et 
Vetera (Old and New)” which 
was very significant given the 
period after Vatican II during which he began his episcopate. 
While here in North Albury, our guest took the opportunity to also 
catch up with the many friends he made in our parish while he 
served our Diocese.  
The new suburb ‘Wiradjuri’, formerly the old sale yards in Wagga 
Wagga, is currently home for Father Francis. His daily routine 
includes a walk along the banks of the Murrumbidgee River, 
something he does for exercise and reflection and which he finds 

delightful. His weekends are committed to doing ‘supply’ work in 
two parishes in the Canberra-Goulburn Diocese. This entails 
quite a bit of driving, the round trip being 400 ks. This enables 
him to stay in-touch with ‘the real country people’, something he 
finds very nourishing. Once a week, Father visits the Junee 
correctional centre as part of the Kairos prison ministry. He said 
this ministry has proved to be one of the most effective 
ministries in the jails.  
One of realities of his current life is that he attends many 
funerals. “This is due to my age and that fact that I am part of a 
large family and have many friends of old,” he said. “I have a full 
program, but it is relaxed and I rejoice in the freedom from 

former responsibilities.”  
During his time as Bishop, he had taken a special 
interest in education and in 2006 was awarded 
Doctor of the University from the Australian 
Catholic University, the highest award for his 
contribution to catholic education.  
From 2000 to 2006, he was president of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, a role 
which required that he be a ‘jack of all trades’. 

Given this intense background, Father Francis has 
been asked by many about whether he is currently 
writing.  He said he has chosen to focus only on 

writing ‘vignettes’ from his early days in the bush for 
the entertainment and education of his younger nieces and 
nephews. “I still read a lot,” he said, “but not as much as I did. I 
keep a balance of lighter and deeper material. I am called on 
fairly frequently to speak.” 
When asked if he would like to speak about issues the church is 
facing now, Father Francis said he did not make public comment.  
He explained this humourously by saying “Today’s rooster, 
tomorrow’s feather duster!”         ….. compiled by Karen Purtle 
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