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Sacred Heart Parish, North Albury, pays respect to the Wiradjuri people, the traditional custodians of the land on 
which we gather to celebrate our faith and worship God.  We acknowledge with respect elders past and present.  

Prayer for Christmas 
… from Sr Anne 

Loving God, help us remember the birth of 
Jesus,  
that we may share in the song of the angels,  
the gladness of the shepherds,  
and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate 
and open the door of love all over the world.  
Let kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting.  
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which 
Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to 
be Thy children, 
and the Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful thoughts,  
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.   

(Robert Louis Stevenson) 

  

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Natalie Clancy’s baptism, like all baptisms, reminds us to celebrate with 
joy the birth of the Christ Child. Let your light shine for the world! 

Fr Kevin’s Christmas Message:   
 

There are times, more often than not, when 
we turn off our TV news, or fold up our paper 
with a sickening feeling of despair.  Where is 
our world going?  With reports of war, 
refugees fleeing oppression, a weakening 
world economy, well might we feel this 
Christmas Season, despair upon despair! 
 

Though historically, the first Christmas was 
also tinged with conflict and despair - Jesus 
was born in poverty, his country was 
occupied by a ruthless foreign power, and 
soon he was to be a refugee. 
 

Yet he came to bring hope and trust to those 
who believed that indeed this Christ Child 
was God in the flesh. 
 

And so we live in our challenging 21st 
century, that the God of Hope is our greatest 
Christmas gift. 
 

A happy and blessed Christmas to you all,  

Fr Kevin 
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Our Parish Community   

 

A reflection on the Gospel reading 
for the feast of the Assumption 

 
On Monday, August 15th, Father Kevin 
asked me to assist him during the 
9.30am Mass for the celebration of 
the Feast of the Assumption, while he 
was in recovery mode. The pupils and 
teachers from St. Anne’s School 
prepared for and participated in a 
joyful celebration.  
After Mass, a parishioner asked me to 
consider making a copy of the 
reflection on the Gospel Father Kevin 
had suggested I could give, keeping in 
mind the classes of pupils that would 
be present.  As we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord, this 
reflection is just as appropriate now as 
it was in August. 
In their welcome and introduction to 
the Mass, the pupils from St Anne’s 
spoke of the meaning of Mary’s 
Assumption in words and concepts 
accessible to children.  While details of 
the how and when are scarce, here is 
my reflection: 

The special feast we celebrate 
today recognises and honours 
Mary as the woman at the centre 
of the Christian story. 
This woman is the one called ‘full 
of grace’, ‘Holy Mary, Mother of 
God’  in the prayer you all know - 
the Hail Mary.  In this prayer we 
also say “blessed are you among 
women and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb, Jesus”. 

 

 

We celebrate that it is a woman, 
not a man, who brings God’s 
promise and presence into the 
world through Mary.  She 
believed that the promises made 
to her would be fulfilled. 
The part of the Gospel of Luke 
that we just listened to tells the 
story of two women, both 
mothers-to-be:  Mary, the young 
mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth, 
the older mother of John the 
baptiser. 
However, it is the women not the 
men that this part of Luke’s story 
honours, those two women who 
carry greatness within them. 
However important their boy 
babies will become when they are 
men, they will start life like we all 
did, waiting to be born into the 
world, inside a mother’s womb. 
All greatness has the same 
beginnings - and it starts by 
having to depend on a woman. 
Before Jesus loves and cares for 
others, especially the poor and 
weak, a woman will love and care 
for him. Before Jesus teaches 
others, he will first be taught by a 
woman. 
 

 
On this feast day of Mary, we 
remember and celebrate the 
simple truth that all our lives are a 
gift from others. Who we are now, 
and who we will become, we owe 
to others, especially the women 
who have cared for us.  
The story from Luke’s Gospel 
shows the kindness of the younger 
pregnant woman, Mary, in visiting 
the older mother-to-be, Elizabeth.  
It is a time that allows us to call to 
mind someone who has cared for 
us with kindness.  
As we keep the beginning and 
ending of life, and the times in 
between, before us, we join with 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, in 
praising the greatness of God. 

Sr. Carina Morton 
 

 

 

Recent Baptisms: 
 

 

Mark Hulme Maya Antone 
Lucas O'Kell Zoe Gormly 
Ebony Kramer-Hamilton Jack Tomich 
Charlie & Winter Kramer Cleo Wallen-Jones 
Thea May Jacob Nelson 
Brieanna & Lilly Doolan Nixon McCarthy 
Vance Galvin-Bourke Eleanor Fankhauser 
Georgia Kendrick Olive Charlton 
Samuel Morgan Charlotte Godde 
Cian Coyle Natalie Clancy 
Alfie Scammell Ruth & Art Neville 
Flynn Fawcett Eve Goodwin 
Olivia Rice Willow Abel 
Seth Ludorf  A special baptism for Ruthie & Art Neville,  

 with their parents, Zoe & Stephen, and Fr Kevin 
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Our Parish Community 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Report   ….  from our Chair, Justin Clancy 
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council is shortly to 
convene for the last meeting of the 
year – how the time flies! The PPC 
continues to be active over the last few 
months in reporting on Parish activities 
across Liturgy, St Vincent de Paul 
Society, St Anne’s Primary School and 
Xavier High School. 
 

Recently, we were fortunate to have Ed 
Brown organise for Fr Richard Leonard 
SJ to give a presentation to our 
community. Fr Richard infuses his talks 
with a sense of spirit and enthusiasm, 
and his talk was well received. He 
encouraged us to “be joyful and just” 
and to “praise God with liturgy”.  If you 
were unable to attend on this occasion, please make sure you catch one of Fr Richard’s presentations down the track.    
 

On a similar note, Gordon Robison has been helping organise for a ‘Week of Guided Prayer’ with Sr Margaret Walsh 
and team. The ‘Week of Guided Prayer’ has been held within the Parish previously and I would encourage you to give 
it your consideration when held next year in Lent. 
 

The Parish is blessed to have many volunteers contribute in many ways. I would like to make mention of Barry Bowyer 
and Matt Hamilton who have been busy pressure cleaning the concrete paths around the Church – thank you!  
With the completion of the year of Mercy you will have noticed that we now have a Parish Prayer. My thanks to Sr 
Anne who has played a key role in developing this prayer. The prayer embodies the values and spirit of our Parish. We 
hope that it is reflective of how you see our community and trust that it may help guide the future actions of our 
Parish. Wishing all a spirit-filled Christmas.   Justin 
 

 
 

 

Margaret Doyle reflects on Fr Richard’s Workshop 
 
 

On Sunday, 30th October, Xavier High School sponsored 
a lecture by Fr Richard Leonard SJ on ‘Scripture and the 
Sacraments’.  Many parishioners will be familiar with Fr 
Richard’s commentary which appears regularly on the 
back of our Mass sheet. 
 

Fr Richard explained that Limbo was not a doctrine of 
the Church and did not exist; Fr Richard asked how a 
loving God could deny a sinless child Heaven?  
However, he emphasised the importance of baptism 
and all the sacraments.  He also stressed the 
importance of the scriptures and urged us to endeavour 
to read a passage from either the Old Testament or the 
New Testament daily.   
 

Fr Richard’s lecture was both enlightening and 
rewarding.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is heartening when others offer to be involved in the publication of Heartbeat. It is an easy involvement without 
meetings as communications are mostly electronic, but hand-written reflections and contributions are most 
welcome.  Ideas can be shared with Kathy Robison, the Heartbeat Co-ordinator, either at Mass, in a  
hand-written note, by text, or email.  Yes, it is that simple!  If you have suggestions, or a desire to be 
involved in any way, please leave your name and contact details at the Parish Office.   

Christmas wishes to all from the Heartbeat Team 
 

A good crowd gathered at Xavier High School for Fr Richard Leonard’s workshop 

Vincent and Natalie shared a special moment  
with Fr Richard 
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Our Parish School 

St Anne’s School News     … from Liz Johnston (Acting Principal)  
    
Greetings from St Anne’s. The Season of Advent is upon us 
and the school year is quickly coming to an end. Let us 
take time to remember that Advent is a time of waiting, 
preparation and of excitement and anticipation when we 
get ready for the great feast of Christmas. It provides us 
with the opportunity to recall, reflect and reconcile. It is 
an invitation for us to set aside time to think about the 
presence of God in our own lives. Continuing to build on 
our own Christian traditions during this season teaches 
our children what is truly special about Christmas.  
 

This year has continued to be full of wonderful 
experiences at St Anne’s. During August we were blessed 
with a visit from Bishop Hanna. He spoke to the Year 6 
students and then celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. This was a prayerful celebration and a very 
special moment in the Sacramental life of the students 
involved. Some other wonderful occasions have been:  
 

 the celebration of Mercy and McAuley Days, 
recognising the significant contribution that the Sisters 
of Mercy have made to our school community. They 
certainly hold a special place in our hearts. 

 Pizza and Pasta night, where over 280 meals were 
served 

 Father’s Day breakfast, where the children could 
celebrate with their dads and grandads. 

 

 
 

 Melbourne Cup breakfast 
 The selling of zooper doopers to raise money for Missions. 
 School disco 
 On the last Wednesday of Term 3, we were most 

fortunate to host a Conference run by Google 
Education. The day was attended by over 60 teachers 
and IT staff, from both primary and secondary schools, 
in both the private and public sector.  Our school was 
one of 10 throughout Australia and New Zealand, who 
was selected to host, due to our commitment to 
technology and how we utilise the Google platform. 
Not only did we take away much new learning, we 
found the workshops to be very affirming in regard to 
what we are doing here at St Anne’s.  
 

The day certainly supported the commitment we are 
making in this area, and we are definitely providing 
ample opportunities for our students to be successful 
digital citizens, equipping them with the IT skills they 
will require in High school and beyond.  

 What a wonderful evening our annual Great Fete was! 
It was truly amazing to witness the commitment of so 
many people associated with our school- parents, 
friends, wider family, parish, community and staff. The 
amount of donations was overwhelming and the 
willingness for people to volunteer their time to help 
out, in various ways, was unbelievable. It really 
highlighted the hard working community we have and 
the shared vision and commitment that is present. 

 On Wednesday 30th November the children performed 
in our first whole school matinee performance of 
Superstan. It was truly awesome and we certainly  
have some very talented actors/actresses. Two more 
performances occurred on Thursday 1st December. 

 

There was overwhelming support for these events 
highlighting a real sense of community.  
 

Once again a very busy, yet fruitful year has passed. We 
are most appreciative of the support we receive from our 
families, friends and Parish community.  
Wishing you every blessing for Christmas and may you 
find the time to spend quality time with loved ones. 
God bless,     Liz 

Kinder reading groups on the netbooks 

St Anne’s students celebrate Mercy and McAuley Days with  
Srs. Patricia, Kerry, Anne, Carina, and Fr Kevin 
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Our Parish Youth 

 

Xavier commemorates Remembrance Day.. from Ed Brown, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

On Remembrance Day this year, all students and staff at 
Xavier paused to reflect and remember those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice, as well as honouring those who 
have served our nation and continue to serve. Everyone 
was reminded that through their commitment to our 
country we enjoy the freedoms we experience today.  
At 11:00am, the whole school community gathered 
outside for a beautiful, prayerful service and took time in 
silence to show reverence and respect for those whose 
lives have been affected by wars.  

 

November 11 is a chance for everyone at 
Xavier to recommit ourselves to being 
agents for peace, and to working to promote non-
violence, dialogue and co-operation. We also accept the 
invitation to give thanks for those who risk their lives to 
ensure our safety.  
We thank Mrs Terri-Anne Scott and staff and students 
who planned and led the Remembrance Day Service. 
Lest we forget. Ed 
    

 
 
 

Our World Youth Day Pilgrims reflect ... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Myself (Jess), Ellie and Kate set off early Friday the 15th 
of July arriving at Melbourne airport all eager to board 
the plane to Rome to start our journey. 
 

We finally arrived in Rome after 2 days of travelling and 
we couldn’t have been more excited. Our first day in 
Rome consisted of us visiting the Catacombs where we 
celebrated Mass with another Australian Pilgrimage. 
Afterwards we were given the incredible opportunity to 
walk through the Catacombs which were used as places 
of refuge for early Christians. Afterwards we visited St 
Paul's Basilica, Scala Sancta (also known as the holy 
stairs) and the Basilica of St Mary Major.  
 

Day 2 in Rome we were given a special opportunity to 
have Mass in the underground Polish Catacomb of St 
Peter's Basilica.  
 

 
 
 
We also visited the Roman Forum, the Colosseum, 
Vatican museum and the Sistine Chapel.  Visiting Vatican 
City was one of the highlights of our time in Rome. It was 
amazing to be surrounded by so many people who were 
so passionate about their faith, and visiting the sites 
where Catholicism has been practiced for thousands of 
years.  
 

Next stop was Gliwice for our days in the diocese. Myself 
and Ellie stayed with Dunka and Paul with their two kids 
Jeremy and Paulina who were similar in age. We were 
welcomed with opened arms. I was astounded by the 
amount of effort and time put in everyday to ensure we 
were looked after. Especially our mum, Dunka, who was 
up every morning preparing our breakfast to ensure that 
for every meal we always had a delicious collection of 
Polish food. We never went hungry.  
 

During our five days at Gliwice the youth of the parish 
planned activities and trips including visiting Auschwitz, 
the concentration camp, a scavenger hunt around  
Gliwice and a dance with other local parishes with the 
Russian pilgrimages. One day we also helped paint the 
gate of the church, in a way of saying thank you. 
Mass was celebrated everyday which alternated 
between Polish and English. The Polish Mass was 
beautiful as it involved a lot of singing, actions and the 
young people played a major role in the organisation.  

 

(continued page 6) 

Ellie, Kate & Jess   
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Our Parish Youth 

Our WYD Pilgrims got very close to Pope Francis 

 

WYD reflection continued from page 5 … 

During our last Mass, as a gift, we presented the 
parish with a signed Aussie flag and a message stick 
made by Wiradjuri elder Aunty Kath Withers which 
we carried with us through our trip. 
 

We then packed ourselves up into the bus; it was 
now time for our World Youth Day celebrations to 
begin. We drove to Krakow, the City of Mercy, not 
really knowing what to expect. Our World Youth Day 
celebrations began with the opening Mass, showing 
us the extraordinary scale of the event. Everywhere 
we went there would be seas of people from 
different countries singing and dancing in the streets.  

 

We took part in a pilgrimage involving a 21km walk to 
our final Mass where we stayed the night with 3 
million other pilgrims. During this event we would 
walk around and swap our Australian souvenirs with 
people from other countries. Everyone couldn’t 
believe we travelled so far from Australia to be at 
World Youth day.  
 

God moments: During our trip, we would regularly 
gather as a group and share what our ‘God moment’ for 
the day was. Overall, our God moments for the trip 
were: 
Jess: I am so grateful for our stay at Gliwice it gave us a 
first-hand experience of the Polish culture and 
spirituality. We made close friendships and a close bond 
with our Polish family. Our Polish family welcomed us 
into their home and made us feel a part of their family. I 
will forever remember our days in the diocese.  
Ellie: My ‘God moment’ was during our stay in Krakow 
where a small group of us happened to get lost on the 
way to a Fr Rob Galea concert. One person’s wrong  

directions led us to where the Pope would be arriving that 
day and we were able to see him arrive in Krakow and 
be mere metres away from us as he drove down the 
street. For a lot of us it was our first time seeing any Pope 
and we will never forget it.  
Kate: My ‘God moment’ for the trip was being surrounded 
by so many like-minded people from all around the world 
who had come together in the same place to celebrate 
their faith in God. 
 

We will be forever grateful for the support from Fr Kevin, 
Sacred Heart Parish and the Parish Council for our trip to 
Poland, it was an amazing experience.   
Thank you.  Jess, Ellie & Kate  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Parish Advent Reconciliation 
Tuesday 13th December, 7.30pm in the Church 
 

Christmas Eve 
6.00pm Family Mass, St Anne’s School Hall 
 

9.00pm Mass in the Church 
 

Christmas Day (Sunday) 
9:30am Mass in the Church 

Inspired by anti-racism street-art at Xavier High School 
Recently, I had the opportunity to visit Xavier High School for Fr Richard 
Leonard’s workshop.  Apart from being entertained and inspired by Fr 
Richard, I was also moved by some artwork on a school wall.  Like me, 
you may not get many opportunities to visit Xavier High School, so here 
is a photo of the street-art that captured my attention.  Thank you Xavier 
High School for this inspiring street-art and timely message.  Kathy 
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Our Parish Community 

 
 

Cletus and Fay Ball 
                        ...  in conversation with Nicola Hanzic   
 

     It’s not often that you come across 
someone who makes you stop in your 
tracks.   This is what happened when I 
went to visit Cletus and Fay in their 
home.  I had only ever seen them at 
Mass and thought what a striking 
couple they were, little knowing what 
was behind the façade. 
     To begin with, Cletus is one of 5 boys 
and 3 girls, one of his sisters being a 
retired Sister of Mercy living here in 
Albury.  He was actually born in Wee 
Waa Police Station as his mother had 
fled there to escape the snakes which 
came up through the floorboards in 
their home.  What a picture! Cletus 
further expanded and said that this was 
not an unusual occurrence because the 
boys used to capture, kill and skin the 
snakes.  They would then take the skins 
to the local bootmaker who used to pay 
them for each snake skin.  What a 
dangerous way to earn your pocket 
money! 
     The family eventually moved on to 
live in Moree because his father had 
gained a job there working on the 
telephone lines.  Cletus said that the 
whole family was greatly influenced by 
their mother who was a member of the 
Legion of Mary and when she was on 
her duties she used to take the children 
around with her.  Naturally they all 
became altar boys when the time was 
right. 
     It so happened that the boys, his 
brothers in particular, were great 
football players, so much so that the 
family moved to Sydney after they 
became noted in the press. This was to 
give them a better chance to further 
develop their skills.  When they were 
there the boys went to Marist Brothers 
School at Eastwood. 
     Now we arrive at another interesting 
turn in Cletus’s life.  One day he walked 
into the Tivoli Theatre in Sydney and 
met up with two members of a 
teeterboard act who lacked a catcher.  
After being looked over, he was offered 
a job with them and this is how he 
started his life in show business.  His 
career had begun and the trio known as 
The Warrens, was formed.  They 
became known for their knockabout 
comedy and in time performed not only 
in Australia but also in New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom. 

After a while The Warrens 
returned home but Cletus 
remained in England and 
found work elsewhere.  He 
joined the Dior Dancers.  Over 
time they became well 
acclaimed and travelled 
overseas.  They were also 
invited to take part in the 
Queen Mother’s Royal 
Command Variety Performance at the 
London Coliseum in 1958. 
     As time went by Cletus wanted to 
choreograph his own faster act and so 
he formed The Bal Carron Trio.  His 
career was now at a peak as the trio 
performed in such places as the Dunes 
in Las Vegas, the Carillon in Miami, the 
Lido in Paris as well as in Japan, Hong 
Kong, Madrid and a number of other 
places in Europe and England including 
the Blackpool Opera House.  The trio 
was also a supporting act for such 
artists as Max Bygraves, Mel Torme, the 
Barry Sisters, Peter Finch and Cilla 
Black. 
     In 1966 they were once again 
honoured to be asked to be part of the 
Royal Command Variety Performance 
at the London Palladium.  By now, 
wherever The Bal Carron Trio went they 
performed to rave reviews.  They were 
called acrobatic adagio dancers, their 
routine being a fast, modern jazz 
version of the old adagio style.  (Adagio 
dancing I discovered is when 2 or 3 
people dance together performing lifts.)  
Theirs was fast and furious and critics 
declared that “they performed with 
precision, polish and uncanny timing”. 
  In between the adagio dancing Cletus 
said that he used to have spots in films, 
one notable one being ‘The Summer of 
the Seventeenth Doll’. He was always 
busy. 
     In time Cletus returned to Australia 
and it was in Walla Walla that he was 
introduced to Fay at a gathering.  At the 
time Fay was reciting “How MacDougal 
topped the Score.”   
     Fay comes from a family of 2 
brothers and 2 sisters.  Interestingly, 
her parents ended up buying the 
Walbundrie Police Station and Gaol, 
and in fact one of her brothers and his 
family live there today.  When Fay first 
left school she worked as a nanny for 
different families in the country, 

particularly around the time when the 
mum was having a baby.  Apart from 
working, Fay used to enjoy spending 
her time ballroom dancing as well as 
reciting well known poems at special 
functions. 
     Fay married her first husband when 
she was 20.  They went on to live on a 
farm at Alma Park where they had 2 
daughters together before Fay’s 
husband died.  After this Fay decided to 
return to Walla Walla to bring up the 
children.  After they left school the girls 
decided to travel around, firstly to New 
Zealand and then on to Sydney.  When 
they moved there, Fay decided to 
relocate to Hornsby so that she could 
be closer to her girls.  Whilst in Sydney, 
she firstly worked as a nanny for a 
doctor and her family, and then was 
employed by a jewellery franchise, 
Berkeley’s International Diamonds, 
which was located in one of the then 
Grace Bros. stores. 
     Whilst in Sydney Fay and Cletus were 
reunited and eventually married.  After 
a while they decided to move to Albury 
where they lived and worked in the 
Garrison Hotel, (Cletus was a manager 
there for a time.)  As for the girls, well 
they decided to relocate to Adelaide. 
As happens with so many people, time 
didn’t stand still.  Cletus used to help 
Holy Spirit out with shows.  He also 
used to demonstrate his skill on the 
teeterboard to those who were 
interested.  In time he went on to work 
with the Flying Fruit Flies when they 
were first formed.  In addition to this, 
many trips were taken to Adelaide so 
that Fay in particular could keep up 
with the family.  
     It was both a privilege and a delight 
being able to meet and chat with Cletus 
and Fay.  They have both led such 
interesting lives and I am glad that I 
have been able to share a little of it 
with you.  Thank you.   Nicola 
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